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Why is geography important and how does each topic prepare children for future learning? 

 
Geography education inspires pupils to have a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people – a lifelong skill. 
Children study the relationship between humans and their environments, developing skills and knowledge to help them 

become global citizens, working for the collective goal of a better future for all.  
 

In EYFS, children cover the geography objectives from Development Matters through finding out about our local area and a 
constituent country of the UK.  They explore geographical concepts through topic work and child-initiated learning 

opportunities.  In KS1 and KS2, children cover the National Curriculum in geography through two topics. The first topic is linked 
to their class name which is a country in the world.  Throughout their time at Furzefield, children will learn about two 

European countries, a country in the Americas, a country in Asia, a country in Oceania and a country in Africa.   
The second topics develop children’s map skills, further develop their knowledge of the globe and explore aspects of physical 

geography and how they relate to human geography.  Every topic includes some outdoor learning and opportunities to 
develop fieldwork skills. 

 
Barack Obama summed it up best by saying: 

 “The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's about understanding the complexity of our 
world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the end, it's about using all that knowledge to 

help bridge divides and bring people together.” 
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Outline of the core knowledge and vocabulary for each topic 

 

EYFS – finding out and the UK and local area 

Key Vocabulary:   Country, town, village.  Local place names: Redhill, Merstham, Furzefield.  
UK constituent country names: England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, positional 
language: near, far, next to.  Texture language: smooth, hard, lumpy, rough, soft.  Weather 
language: cold, hot, warm, wind, snow, rain, clouds. 
Core knowledge for the nursery: 

• Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the difference 
they have experienced or seen in photos or videos.  

• Broaden experiences and vocabulary in hands-on exploration of natural materials 
including materials with similar and/or different properties. 

Core knowledge for reception: 

• Know names of constituent countries of the UK. 

• Know names of significant local places. 

• Be able to draw information from a simple map. 

• Know that some places are special to members of their community. 

• Know about and be able to talk about some differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries. 

• Know that some environments are different to the one they live in.  
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