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Science in EYFS: 
In Nursery and Reception, children develop scientific knowledge, understanding and vocabulary through topics including: Seasonal Changes, Explorers, People Who Help 

Us, Floating and Sinking, All About Me, Around the World.  Topics may vary to reflect the children’s interests.  
Children regularly have the opportunity to: grow plants; explore how sounds are made; explore changes through cooking; explore materials through building. 

 

Nursery Objectives: Reception Objectives: 

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.  
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary 
Explore how things work. 
Plant seeds and care for growing plants.  
Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.  
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 
Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. 

Explore the natural world around them 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world 
around them. 

Topic overview Key stages 1 and 2 

Throughout key stages 1 and 2, science topics are regularly revisited.  Prior learning is reviewed and consolidated and new learning 
introduced. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 Animals including humans 
Seasonal changes including observations on an 
Autumn walk 

Materials and their properties 
Seasonal changes 

Plants 
Seasonal changes including shadows and the 
length of days  

Year 2 Uses of every day 
materials and exploring 
their properties 

Living things and their habitats 
(Forest School and English link to The Mole Who 
Knew it was None of his Business) 

Animals including 
humans  

Plants Animals including 
humans  

Year 3 Plants Animals, including 
humans 

Rocks and soils light Forces and magnets  Plants revision  

Year 4 Electricity  States of matter Sound Animals including 
humans  

Living things and their habitats 

Year 5 Forces Properties of and 
changes in materials 

Earth and space Living things and their 
habitats including the 
life cycle of plants  

Animals including 
humans  

Year 6  Living things and their 
habitats 

Light Evolution and inheritance 
Animals, including humans 

Electricity KS2 revision  
Animals including 
humans  
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